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.up and welcoming whatever was said. Our talk ranged
over French plays—he remembered Les Surprises du
Divorce with enthusiasm and asked me if Hachette could
get him a copy—George Wyndham, Wilfred Blunt, whose
abuse of confidence he thought scandalous—in revealing
G.W. and Winston Churchill's private conversation, all
three being still alive—the French Railway Strike, where
he quite approved of the arrest of the leaders as guilty of
an attack on the community, but was not sure if it would
work so well in England. He also talked of Briand, whose
cleverness delighted him. He had not liked to dine with
him too often .in Paris, as Clemenceau might be offended.
AJ.B. said his good nature, if he might call it so, had
been disastrous to two of his best friends. He had wished
to remove George Wyndham from Ireland, when he re-
constructed his Ministry, and put him at the War Office.
He felt that G.W. had done his work in Ireland, and if
he had insisted he would have saved G.W.'s career from
collapse* SowithCurzon. He would have saved the fiasco
of the second term if he had acted on his own judgment
and refused to allow it.
March 2. Dean of St. Paul's lunched here and we
walked together. A good talk about politics, war and
peace, and still more about Christianity. He definitely
holds the view, like v. Hugel—that the Fourth Gospel is
an allegorical and mystical book, not a record of facts. I
said it always seemed to me full of details of eye-witness
observation. But he won't have it. He says the great Cam-
bridge scholars never pursued their thoughts to the end.
There was a point at which they (Westcott & Co.) always
" stopped short" and pulled themselves up; a point at
which what they considered to be " loyalty " forbade fur-
ther following of truth, or at any rate further discussion.
June 7. Dined Literary: a very pleasant evening. Dun-
sany aiid I discussed Walt Whitman and tt&s libre, Don
Quixote, etc. He said Cervantes had in earlier life written
a romance of chivalry like that he set out to ridicule in

